Greetings Companions;

We see that another month has gone by and attention is turning to Thanksgiving and the year-end holidays of Christmas and New Year. One quarter of this administration has passed. Plans have been set in motion and activity in all masonic bodies has increased.


I was disappointed in the attendance at our three area meetings. The best attended was in Southern Illinois. The board did the usual fine job of instructing and those present expressed thanks for the school. It appears that this type of activity on a Saturday is not going to be successful.


The District Inspectors have been tasked to hold a school of instruction in each district. It is expected that attendance and participation will be much stronger. On a good note, I have been informed of several councils doing degrees. Some of these are councils who have not done the work in several years.


It takes only three things to do degrees; candidates, equipment, and companions willing to memorize and present ritual. Equipment in many councils is less than desirable. Please inventory what you have against the listing in the ritual book. You will probably need to replace some. Even if everything looks good, each council should set aside money to replace materials. Robes do wear out, things do get misplaced.

Mentioning robes, the cost for a fancy robe from a masonic supplier is over $800.00. The average life of a robe is 30 years which means they need to be replaced on a regular basis. We use 12 robes in our degree work which means that a council should be replacing one each 2 ½ years. The cost per year is $320.00. Are we collecting enough revenue in dues to cover this? 


There are less expensive options available. One is to make your own replacement robes. I have found patterns to do this on the internet and will share if requested. (dale8661@aol.com) Another possibility is to purchase choir type robes. The least expensive of these, I found, cost $20.00. With a little work they could be used.

A council having the proper equipment, learning and presenting degrees will make a significant impression on our candidates. Every mason should be encouraged to learn at least one ritual part per year. It can be lodge, chapter, council, commandery, Scottish Rite, or any other group. All need brothers, companions, Sir. Knights to learn our work.

I have been able to visit 14 councils since becoming Grand Master, some are local, and others next to Kentucky, Missouri, etc. This means over 7,000 miles for council activity. During these visits, I have observed or participate in five degree days, either doing one or two at a time. 


Our other elected and appointed officers, including our District Inspectors are putting forth similar efforts. Please support them by your attendance when they visit.

Please continue providing information for our web site. If your council is doing degrees, table council, or other event, just let us know. In closing, I’m off to visit three more councils this week and maybe I’ll see you there.
Fraternally,

Dale Lynn Corrice

Most Illustrious Grand Master

