Greetings Companions;

The leaves are changing and the beautiful fall colors are here! Spending eight hours of travel to Columbus, Ohio for the Ohio Grand Assembly of Royal and Select Masons, I had ample opportunity to view the many changes. As we get into the colder months, we see the end of the calendar year approaching and it is a good time to reflect on what you have accomplished this year.


For many councils, September was the first meeting after our Grand Assembly. Was a report given on this activity? Did your council receive the packet of information handed out at session and have you looked at it? Several programs have changed and new ones added. The calendars are included as well as an envelope entitled “Council Entertainment”. You should be looking for these.


Thrice Illustrious Master should be implementing his plans for council improvement. He should review and register for the Grand Master’s Leadership Award. If you review the requirements, you may find that many are already being done in your council. Others create opportunities to improve council interest.


The same may be said of the new program, “Illustrious Award of Excellence”. In the past, the council of the year program has required a several paragraph response concerning what a council accomplished. This was then mailed to our Deputy Grand Master, reviewed and the best was selected as the council of the year. To encourage you and your council, the format has been changed. We have instituted a point system whereby every council can obtain recognition. This is similar to the Grand Lodge program. By obtaining a certain level your council can be recognized as well as set a baseline for future activity. I would strongly recommend your reviewing this program.

Our District Inspectors should be scheduling a school of instruction for the councils in his district. Hopefully, the school will set before the start of council ritual competition. This competition is on a district basis covering opening, receiving the District Inspector, and closing and can be done at any stated meeting (or may schedule a separate day) within the competition timeline. Please notify your District Inspector you wish to compete. The top three scores in the state will be re-judged by the Board of Grand Examiners and a ritual council of the year awarded.


I have been in contact with our Prince Hall companions and we have received a tentative invitation to confer one of our council degrees for them in January. Please notify me if you intend to visit one of the Prince hall councils. I can notify them you would like to attend.


We should continue to work on degrees and scheduling. Each council should endeavor to confer at least one degree each year. There are only three major parts in the Royal Master degree and only one in the Select. I have tasked every District Inspector to have the work done at least once this year in his district. You can help by letting him know who can do what part and who would like to learn one. It requires effort, but after learning the part, the enjoyment comes from participating.

Please continue providing information for our web site. If your council is doing degrees, table council, or other event, just let us know. In closing, I’m off to our Grand Lodge and hope to see you there.

Fraternally,

Dale Lynn Corrice

Most Illustrious Grand Master

