Greetings Companions,
September brings the start of the traditional school year and reminds us of the learning process. Do you ever wonder why we spend the time and effort to memorize ritual and floorwork? Certainly, in this day and age, there are many ways our teachings could be communicated. My thoughts are by memorization; we enter these teachings firmly in our minds and meditate on them.

If this be true, then every mason should endeavor to memorize some of the work each year. We certainly can use more brothers, companions, and Sir Knights to do so. The thought of school also reminds us of the Cryptic Mason University, not of learning for the mind, but the heart. You may enroll in this school at any time for the low donation of $27.00 to our Nurse’s Scholarship Fund. Additional contributions will advance your degree. You can find additional information on our web site cm-il.org.

As we continue to improve communications, we have now added the current roster to our site. In order to see it, you must register. Note, at the bottom right of each page are ‘user tools’. Go to register and do so. As this process to authenticate is manual, it may take a day or two for you to use this. If you find any ‘errors’, please report the same to our webmaster and Grand Recorder.

September 17 is the day the DeKalb Council will officially receive their charter at DeKalb Lodge starting at 1:00 PM. September 17 is also the Grand Reception for the presiding officers of the Grand Chapter, Council, and Commandery at the Medinah Shrine. This should be a well-attended event and show our unity of our York Rite.

I have been asked in the past, “What is a York Rite Mason?” As simple as this sounds we have many companions of our Royal Arch and Sir Knights of our Commanderies who are not York Rite Masons in that they do not belong to all four bodies. We should not overlook these as potential candidates.


The first of three area meetings and schools of instruction is scheduled for September 24. The ritual portion will start at 9:30 AM at the DeKalb Lodge followed by lunch (small donation) and discussions/training on several subjects. You will have the opportunity to cover Grand Council programs as well as a group question and answer session. The day should end around 3:30 PM. All Cryptic Masons are invited.

Scheduling is very important as we begin our fall work. We must be mindful of our chapters and commanderies, working together to set dates which allow all our candidates to receive degrees and orders in a timely manner. I have been informed on several occasions of master masons waiting six months or more to start on this path for further light. If you cannot currently do the work yourself, contact your District Inspector for assistance. They have been asked to find out who can fill those parts as well as who is working on learning. They have also been tasked to schedule a district school of instruction.


For those wishing to qualify for the first level certification, the board will hold and examination at Peoria on November 12 starting AT 9:30 AM. You must register with Tom Yingling, Chairman to participate.

My travel schedule is posted on our web site. I trust that each council will be preparing for the Grand Master’s visit. I am trying to remember to notify each council, but if I forget, I’ll still be there. I am looking forward to being with you, explaining changed and new programs, and encouraging you to grow your council. 
Until next month,         Dale L. Corrice, MIGM
