Most Illustrious Grand Masters Message
August 2011
As our Grand Council begins a new year, we need to reflect on our past accomplishments and the identification of areas where we can make further improvements. Both officers and their expectations are evolving and changing.  As my former employer would say around January 21, “What have you done lately?”  

Your Grand Council officers have laid the designs for an improved council on the trestle board. New ideas and programs are added to existing efforts; others changed.  These were presented at the TIM/recorder lunch and are available as hand-outs or our new website.  

These new programs include a ritual competition program, area Schools of Instruction, a district social meeting and a new program called the Illustrious Award of Excellence.  

The begging question is will your council participate in these new programs?  Each is designed to improve your council.  These materials provided to your recorder/TIM contains an envelope labeled ”council entertainment” - a short 20 question trivia contest which can be used on a slow meeting night. I’m sure you will enjoy it.  

Our improved website is up and functional and can be found at cm-il.org. Our Web Master Companion Tim Ward has done an excellent job. You will find much information on it, including the Most Illustrious Grand Master’s travel schedule.  Other information includes the past winners of varying awards and honors as well as locations of every council in the state. Forms are also available on line, many of which can be completed and returned on line.  Our website will be as informative as the information you provide to our Web Master.  Every council needs to review and use it. 

If you find an error--yes there are a few--please contact our webmaster as soon as possible to correct it. We will be adding a private section for those who register.  This section will include a current roster of councils and officers.  

The two main goals this Grand Council year are better communications and improved ritual by the constituent councils.  Both are encouraged by the Grand Council officers, but both require commitment from companions at each council. Communication is a two-way street between your Grand Council Officers and members and officers of your Council.  You expect better and more frequent communications, but do you also contribute?  Do you inform your District Inspector the Web Master when your council has an activity? 

Do you have ritual practices? Illinois Commanderies have a yearly inspection and many work hard to come up to par. In other states, councils also have a yearly degree inspection.  How many Illinois councils could pass an inspection when conferring the Royal Master and Select Master degrees?  

Cryptic masonry is a significant part of the York Rite.  The allegory of the word begins with the loss in the Blue Lodge and is found in the Royal Arch Chapter degree.  How it came to be there is the story of Cryptic Masonry, the middle of the book, so to speak. The Commandery degrees offer the Christian answer to the loss.  

As degrees and orders are conferred, meditate on what they really mean.  How do these teachings make men better?  Do your very best as you confer the work to impress our new companions those principles. This is an important responsibility of all Council Companions when conferring degrees, whether Council degrees or other Masonic degrees.  Do your part to improve Cryptic Masonry.  

Fraternally,
Dale L. Corrice,  MIGM

